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Origin of Carderock name:  first registered in 1802 with State of Md as a 1700 acre tract in lower Cabin 
John River valley – presumably due to rock formations, but unclear. 

Magruder Family: 

Ninian Magruder – received land grant to large tract of land which is believed to include parts of present 
day Carderock Springs in early 1700’s. Deeded a 300 plus acre tract named “Honesty” to his son, Samuel 
Magruder III in 1751. 

Prior to his death, Ninian built the Blacksmith shop now located at River and Seven Locks Rd. 

In 1787 Ninians grandson, Samuel Brewster Magruder constructed a stone house, Stoneyhurst, up  the 
hill from the blacksmith shop.  This home remained in the Magruder family until 1853 and was later 
purchased by Lilly Moore Stone in 1904.  The house remains today off of Old Seven Locks Rd. 

Magruders were primarily farmers although a descendant of Ninian, Patrick Magruder, built a paper mill 
along the Cabin John Creek in early 1800’s which burned down in 1854.  Foundation can still be seen 
across River Rd from entrance to Carderock Springs. 

Area was also known since Colonial days to have freshwater springs from which water was bottled and 
consumed by travelers heading out of Washington.  

Moore Family: 

Captain John Moore worked as a canal boat operator on the C&O Canal which had commenced 
construction in the 1820’s.   

In the 1830’s he and his son, John D.W. Moore began to quarry stone in an area to the southwest of 
River Rd which was used, among other things, to construct the “seven locks” – Locks 8 – 14 south of 
Cabin John.  The tract was owned at the time by the Stone family, descendants of the Magruders, who 
we will discuss shortly.  The stone was transported by ox cart to the canals, and remnants of homes 
where workers at the mines lived can still be seen today in the woods of Cabin John Stream Valley Park 
near the trails which run by the Carderock Springs Swim and Tennis Club. 

John D.W. Moore purchased a tract which included a farmhouse near the quarries upon his marriage to 
Sarah Coltman in 1858.  The family lived on this property for many years and after the quarries closed 
they farmed the land. 

In 1861, while the Civil War raged nearby, their second child, Lilly, was born (an older brother had died 
at the age of 3).  Lilly had two other younger siblings, a brother Willoughby and a sister, Clara May. 



In 1867, John D.W. and others constructed a log cabin, later replaced by a frame building, for a one 
room school off of Persimmon Tree Rd, called the Friendship School.  Lilly and her siblings attend 
Friendship School. 

In 1874, D.W. and others found the Hermon Presbyterian Church off of Persimmon Tree Rd.  The Moore 
family, including Lilly, would serve as elders and actively participate in the worship and music program at 
Hermon Presbyterian Church for many years.  Lilly was the church organist for over 50 years.  Original 
church had a 100 ft steeple that was damaged in 1902 in a storm and replaced by the current belfry. 

In 1878, D.W. purchased a 118 acre tract and a large Italianate home south of the Moore property which 
he names “Glenmore” and moved his family to this home.   

Glenmore was accessed off of Persimmon Tree Rd (then called Seven Locks Rd) which led to Conduit 
Road (now MacArthur Blvd).  In the late 1800’s Conduit Rd, so named because it was built over the 
aqueduct carrying water into Washington, became the major route into town as it was relatively flat.  
The Union Arch Bridge (later named the Cabin John Bridge) over Cabin John Creek had been built in 
1863 and a paved road surface was ultimately constructed running to and over the bridge.  In the 1870’s 
there was even a hotel built on the western side of the Cabin John Bridge and many people would make 
the 10 mile trip from downtown to Cabin John, particularly after a trolley line was extended to the 
eastern side of the bridge.  The hotel burned in 1931. 

The Stone Family: 

The Stone family owned a large tract of land, called “Stonington”, west of Persimmon Tree Rd which was 
located in the vicinity of present day Avenel.  Philip Stone married a Magruder, Olivia Dunbar Magruder, 
and had 8 children, one of whom, Frank Pelham, was born in 1846.  Frank and Lilly began a relationship 
in the late 1880’s and were eventually married in 1892 at Hermon Presbyterian Church. 

As Frank’s employment history had been somewhat spotty, after marrying he and Lilly lived with her 
parents at Glenmore.  Lilly and Frank had two sons, but the oldest, Frank, passed away at three, leaving 
John Dunbar Stone as their sole heir. 

Lilly Moore Stone Career: 

In their early years of marriage, Lilly and Frank worked on the Glenmore farm, raising pigs, producing 
butter and selling wood.  At some point they began to board horses.  Frank started a side hustle, bottling 
spring water from the native springs that were located on the property, and selling it for consumption to 
city residents who travelled to Cabin John. 

In early 1890’s when the Chautauqua movement was in full swing in Glen Echo, the farming community 
of Cabin John started a smaller version which was called the Fortnightly Club.  Lilly Stone participated in 
these gatherings, which were held in people’s homes and made at least one presentation on Cuba. 

Around this time Lilly’s father DW, who was still living at Glenmore, sold 10 five acre lots along the road 
now known as Seven Locks Road to  freed slaves who worked on the farm.  The road became known as 
No. 10 Road as a result.  This community organized the Gibson Grove AME Church which is still located 
on Seven Locks Road in the late 1890’s.  The original church was in a log cabin near the present site, with 
the current church having been constructed  in 1923. 



In 1904 Lilly purchased 150 acres from Joshua Offit, which included Stoneyhurst and part of the 
Magruder tract, on the north side of River Rd. After a fire at the Glenmore farm stables in 1909, Lilly and 
Frank moved into Stoneyhurst after adding a porch and making other repairs. 

Lilly had many interests and served as a writer, historian and was active in social life in addition to her 
church role.  Frank continued to work the farm, but his health was not good.  He lost his eyesight and he 
eventually was paralyzed by a stroke, leaving Lilly to run the farm which she had inherited from her 
father.  Frank eventually passed away at age 75 in 1919.  Meanwhile the Glenmore Farm had been 
expanded during WW I so that by 1918 there were 40 acres of wheat, 20 acres of hay, 10 acres of rye, 10 
acres of potatoes and an additional 30 acres for planting corn, raising pigs and chickens. 

In 1924, at age 63, Lilly Stone opened Stoneyhurst Quarry on part of the land she had purchased from 
Joshua Offit, where the present day Quarry Springs development is located.  The quarry proved to be a 
success and Lilly was able to open several smaller quarries including a portion of the quarry on the 
opposite side of River Rd that her father and grandfather had worked.  Lilly’s son Dunbar had returned 
home and assisted in the operation of the quarries.   

Stone from the Stoneyhurst Quarry was used to build parts of the National Cathedral, the Elephant 
House at the National Zoo, the old Bethesda post office, and many other buildings throughout 
Washington, DC.  During WW II German POW’s were put to work at the quarry.  Lilly managed the 
operation of the quarry for 30 years after which her son took over full management.  The main quarry 
remained operational until 1982. 

Lilly also used stone from the quarry to add a new façade to Glenmore.  She also added a wing to the 
side and replaced the one story front porch with two story columns.  In late 1937 Lilly moved back to 
Glenmore with her son and grandchildren where she remained until her death in 1960. 

Among the other notable accomplishments of Lilly Stone during her life were the design of the first 
Montgomery County flag in 1936, the design of a US stamp commemorating Francis Scott Key in 1942 
and the founding of the Montgomery County Historical Society in 1944.  Another interesting fact is that 
when Lilly’s grandson was killed in WW II, she had donated a piece of land off of Persimmon Tree Rd in 
his honor to the American Legion with the intent of building a lodge there.  When the beltway was 
designed in the early 1960’s it was necessary to condemn this piece of land; but in exchange the 
American Legion had the State agree to the naming of the bridge over the Potomac River as the 
American Legion Bridge. 

After her death, the family sold the bulk of the Glenmore Farm land to Edmund Bennett in the early 
1960’s, who also later purchased an adjoining tract from the Hamilton family, in order to build 
Carderock Springs.  Her granddaughter, Lilly Stone Lievsay continued to own Glenmore and the 
surrounding 20 acres until 1995 when it was eventually sold and the new homes on Comanche Court 
were constructed.  The Carderock Springs Citizens’ Association had a hand in preserving Glenmore from 
destruction at the time of this sale. 
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