CARDEROCK SPRINGS

National Register of Historic Places

April 14, 2022

Steve Archer

Cultural Resources Team Leader

Maryland Department of Transportation State Highway Administration
Environmental Planning Division

707 North Calvert Street

Baltimore, MD 21202

Re: 1-495 and I-270 Managed Lanes Study, Comments from CSCA about Section 106 Materials
and Draft 3 of the Programmatic Agreement

Dear Mr. Archer,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide you with our comments, as a Consulting Party to the NHPA
Section 106 process, to Draft 3 of the Programmatic Agreement and the accompanying letter dated
March 31, 2022,

Consistent with our previous comments to the SHA, we continue to disagree strongly with SHA’s
determination that the project will not adversely affect the Carderock Springs Historic District (CSHD)
and with SHA’s previous statement that “these actions will not disturb the original topography and
natural vegetation within Carderock Springs.” We assert that there will be visual, atmospheric and
audible effects as a result of the Project. We have summarized our previous comments below and have
provided additional comments based on the latest information provided:

Noise barriers

We agree that, should the Preferred Alternative, or any Alternative for that matter, move forward,
that noise barriers be included in the design to reduce the noise levels in the properties bordering
the Beltway. Given the history of previous commitments to provide noise barriers falling through,
We expect a new commitment from SHA to provide noise barriers adjacent to CSHD and
Carderock Springs South as part of the Project.

Due to the architectural character and natural setting of CSHD, we continue to request that careful
consideration should be given to the appropriate design and materials for the noise barriers to
provide a context-sensitive design. We do not agree with SHA's response that a “standard noise
barrier would not be incompatible with the Carderock Springs Historic District.” As a precedent,
we are aware that the National Register listed F airlington community in Arlington also had an
agreement with FHWA and VDOT several years ago as part of that managed lanes/hot lanes
project and received a context-sensitive design. We are asking for similar treatment as Fairlington
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received. The PA includes language regarding context-sensitive design considerations for the
George Washington Memorial Parkway, the C&O Canal, and the Morningstar Tabernacle No. 88
Moses Hall and Cemetery, and opportunities for review and comment regarding the design. We
request that similar language be included for our community.

Tree canopy / buffer zone

The current Limits of Disturbance (LOD) border the CSHD and the Area of Potential Effects
(APE) extends into the CSHD and Carderock Springs South. As noted previously, in addition to
the CSHD’s significance under Criterion A, it is also significant under Criterion C “for its
distinctive examples of modernist houses in a carefully planned and landscaped development
designed to have a ‘natural’ appearance by retaining most of the original vegetation and
topography.” This original vegetation includes large areas of mature trees, including in the areas
bordering the Beltway, which contribute to the visual aesthetic and also provide an additional
measure of noise damping. The LOD includes a ten-foot offset behind the proposed noise wall,
which will undoubtedly affect the mature trees that are either directly within the LOD or whose
root systems extend into the LOD, and any other exi sting landscape buffer within the LOD.

We understand that MDOT SHA is obligated to provide reforestation mitigation for the Project
pursuant to the Maryland Reforestation Law and that reforestation must occur within 2 years or
3 growing seasons of completion of construction. However, per SHA’s responses to our previous
comments regarding reforestation, “the developer should avoid and minimize impacts to forest
within the ROW and replant within the ROW to the extent practicable.” If construction activities
and installation of the new sound barriers affect tree roots within the LOD that belong to trees
that are not within the ROW but rather within the boundaries of the adjacent private properties,
we expect that SHA will make a commitment to reforest those boundary areas as well should
those trees be adversely affected by the Project.

Fly-over Ramps

We understand that the current design incorporates fly-over ramps in several locations to allow
traffic to access the managed lanes. We have reviewed the on-line interactive map for the MLS
which indicates locations of fly-over ramps in plan and believe we have identified several fly-
over ramp locations adjacent to the CSHD and Carderock South, including southeast of the
Carderock Springs Elementary School near Carderock South and at the Cabin John Parkway /
River Road (MD 190) interchange. Since elevations and/or three-dimensional renderings of these
ramps are not currently available, we cannot fully evaluate their overall visual impact; however,
given that the current elevation of the Beltway is fairly level with the school fields and yards of
the Stone Trail /Tomlinson Avenue /Osage Lane houses, it would appear that the presence of one
of these raised structures would have a dramatic visual and sound impact.

We continue to recommend lowering the ramps, or allowing on-grade access to the managed
lanes, to avoid both visual and audible negative impacts. It remains unknown what further impacts
there may be from the placement of new signage for these entrance ramps, and their placement
relative to the viewshed and property lines of the community and residential streets. Further
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information and consultation is requested as the project continues past the ROD so that CSHD
will be consulted on these items to assess any as yet undefined visual impacts.

Atmospheric Effects

To date we have not seen a discussion of potential atmospheric effects, including air quality for
the homes directly adjacent to the Beltway and at the Carderock Springs Elementary School. We
request that air quality issued be addressed and discussed as part of the review process.

Programmatic Agreement

Without the determination of adverse effects, it appears that no specific language is currently

included for Carderock Springs in the Programmatic Agreement.

1.~ As a Consulting Party, we request that the following language be added to the PA:

MDOT SHA will continue property-specific Design-Review consuliation with Carderock
Springs Citizens Association to ensure a contexi-sensitive design for new facilities, and,
through the ongoing design process, minimize, to the extent practicable, impacts to
character-defining features and resources that contribute to the Carderock Springs
Historic District as a historic property. Key elements for CSCA review include the noise
barriers, fly-over ramps, signage and lighting. MDOT SHA will provide CSCA a comment
opportunily on plans at a draft level of design and a second opportunity prior fo
Jinalization of design for elements within the APE adjacent to property within the
Carderock Springs Historic District Jor each review there will be minimum 30-day
review period. In the event of objections relating (o the final design from CSCA that cannot
be resolved, MDOT SHA and FHWA will Jollow Stipulation XIIT of this PA.

2. Wealsorequest that language be added to the Programmatic Agreement regarding specific
reforestation commitments both in the ROW and in the bordering areas within the private
properties where tree roots and therefore adjacent mature trees are affected by the Project.

3. Werequest that the Programmatic Agreement allow for continued consultation should any
unexpected discoveries or changes to the desi gn be found necessary within the portion of
the APE adjacent to CSHD and Carderock South.

The name and title of the person to sign for our consulting/concurring party is as follows:
John Orrick

President, Carderock Springs Citizens Association
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Thank you for consideration of these comments.

Zv@m

President, Carderock Springs Citizens Association

CC!

Governor Lawrence J. Hogan — governor. mail@maryland. goy

Comptroller Peter V.R. Franchot — pfranchoti@comp.state.md.us

Treasurer Nancy Kopp — treasurer@treasurer. state. md. us

Jeffiey T. Folden, MDOT SHA — mis-nepa-P3 @mdot. maryland.gov

Kendra Parzen, National Trust for Historic Preservation - KParzen@savingplaces.org
Elizabeth S. Merritt, National Trust for Historic Preservation - emerrid@savingplaces.org
Elizabeth Hughes, Maryland Historical Trust — elizabeth. hughes@marvland. gov

Julic Langan, Virginia DHR - julie.langan@dhr. vireinia.coy

Steve Archer, MDOT SHA - sarcheri@mdot.maryland. cov

Julic Schablitsky, MDOT SHA — jschablitsky@mdot.marviand. cov
Richard Ervin, MDOT SHA - rervin@mdot. maryland. sov

David Clarke, USDOT - david.clarke@dot gov

April Marchese, USDOT — april. marchesed.dot. 20V

Colleen Vaughn, USDOT - colleen.vaughn@dot.goy

Brenda Mallory, Chair, White House Council on Environmental Quality — brenda mallory (@ceq.cop.gov

Vivian Lee, National Capital Planning Commission — vivian.leei@ncpe. gov
Samantha Beers, US EPA - beers.samantha@epa. gov

Emily Biondi, Federal Highway Administration — emily bio ndif@dot. gov
James Gavin, Federal Highway Administration — James. gavin@idot.gov
Jitesh Parikh, Federal Highway Administration — jitesh. parikh@dot. gov
Jeanette Mar, FHW A Maryland Division - leanette. mar@dot. gov

Reid Nelson, ACHP - rnelson@achp. gov

Mandy Ranslow, ACHP - mranslow/@achp.gov

Faime Loichinger, ACHP - jloichingeriiachp.gov

Beth Cole, Maryland Historical Trust - beth.cole@maryland.gov

Tim Tamburrino, Maryland Historical Trust - tim. {amburrino@marvland. gov
Marc Holma, Virginia DHR - marc.holma@dhr.virginia gov

John Simkins, FHWA Virginia Division - john.simkins@dot.goy

Rebeccah Ballo, Montgomery County Planning Department — rebecccah. ballo@montgomeryplanning, ore

Debra Borden, M-NCPPC - debra.borden@mncppe.ore

Brian Crane, Montgomery County Planning Department — brian.crane@montgomeryplanning, org

Susan Shipp, Cabin John Citizens Association - jsjshipp3iverizon net
Friends of Moses Hall Cemeien«’~morm'nqslannoscsci-"(izamail.com

Eddie Bankhead, First Agape AME Zion Church - esbj@pobox.com

Rev. Edgar Bankhead, First Agape AME Zion Church - ebankjs(@verizon. net
Susan Lee, Maryland State Senator — susan. lee@senate.state. md.us

Marc Korman, Maryland State Delegate — marc. korman@ihouse. state.md.us
Sara Love, Maryland State Delegate — sara.love@house.state.md. us

Ariana Kelly, Maryland State Delegate — ariana.kelly @ house state.md.us

Casey Anderson, Chair, Montgomery County Planning Board - MCP-Chair@mnecppc-me.org Carol Rubin, Commissioner,

Montgomery County Planning Board - MCP-Chair@mncppe-mg.org
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Partap Verma, Commissioner, Montgomery County Planning Board - MCP-Chair@mncppe-mc.org

Tina Patterson, Commissioner, Montgomery County Planning Board - MCP-Chair@mneppe-inc.org

Gerald Cichy, Commissioner, Montgomery County Planning Board -MCP-Chair@mncppc-me.org

Marc Elrich, Montgomery County Executive - marc elrich@montgomerycountymd. gov

Gabe Albornoz, Montgomery County Councilmember- councilmember.albormoz@montgomerycountvind. gov
Andrew Friedson, Montgomery County Councilmember- councilmember friedson@montgomerycountymd. coy
Evan Glass, Montgomery County Councilmember - councilmember. glass@montgomerycountymd, eoy

Tom Hucker, Montgomery County Councilmember - councilmember. hucker@montgomervcountymd. oy
Will Jawando, Montgomery County Councilmember - councilmember.jawando@montgomerveountyind., gov
Sidney Katz, Montgomery County Councilmember - councilmember katz@montgomervcountymd. gov
Nancy Navarro, Montgomery County Councilmember - councilmember.navarroZmonteomerveountymd, gov
Craig Rice, Montgomery County Councilmember - councilmember rice(@montgomerycountyme. gov

Hans Riemer, Montgomery County Councilmember - councilmember.ricmer@montgome rycountymd. gov

4857-1922-3836, v. 1
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